2020 – 2021
COVID-19
SUPPLEMENTAL
PARENT HANDBOOK

Lyonsgate Montessori School
375 Aberdeen Ave., Hamilton, Ontario, L8P 2R7
Telephone: 905-525-GATE (4283)
Website: lyonsgate.ca
E-mail: admin@lyonsgate.ca

Things are re-opening, but we are still living in the midst of a global pandemic.
As always, we urge and plead with everyone to please continue to follow all
public health guidelines for the health and safety of your family, and the wider
community, so that we can all participate in a full and safe 2020.2021 school
year. Keeping community transmission rates low is essential.
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A School Year Unlike Any Other
The 2020.2021 school year will be unlike any school year your children, or any of us, have
experienced before. There will be significant changes to the routines we are used to, and to the
educations your children will receive.
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has necessitated changes to almost every aspect of schooling.
While school is open and children can attend full time, five days per week, there are new things
to get used to and new expectations and realities to accept.
Your children will be home from school more frequently and for longer periods
than ever before. Strict exclusion criteria mean that your child will not be permitted to
attend or remain at school if they have or develop even the most common of symptoms
[see “Lyonsgate COVID-19 Exclusion of Sick Children and Staff Policy and Procedures”
for details]. It is essential that you do not send children to school if they have any of
the symptoms, to any degree, that are listed on your daily screening form.
Daily Screening: you are required to complete a screening process for your children
every day. This means completing either an online form between 5:00 a.m. and the time
you arrive at Lyonsgate to drop your child off or completing the screening process in
person when you arrive with your child. Each child’s temperature will be taken upon
arrival. If your child fails the screening process they will not be permitted to enter the
building. Parents must be available to take children home immediately from the
screening area.
Strict Schedules: in order to ensure the integrity of the cohorts, minimize congestion,
and make the screening process as efficient as it can be it is essential that we all stick to
strict schedules when it comes to dropping off and picking children up from school. [See
the “Cohort Schedules” for details].
Health over Education: the enhanced health and safety protocols in place to protect
your children and families mean that our teaching staff will be spending more time
encouraging and reminding about physical distancing, cleaning and disinfecting, ensuring
proper and regular hand and personal hygiene, and assisting children with masks.
Masks: your children’s teachers, and all school staff, will be wearing masks and face
shields. All Elementary children are required to wear face covering masks. Casa and
Toddler children (over age 2) may be wearing masks at school, as each family wishes.
Irregular Operations: school operations will be different almost every day. Ill staff
cannot come to work and coverage and flexibility is necessary. We may not answer the
phone or reply to emails promptly, and updates will be different and irregular.
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Quick Reference Important Information
Daily Screening Form:
All Lyonsgate parents and staff must complete the correct screening form (Primary, Elementary,
or Staff) each morning before bringing children to school. Lyonsgate’s screening forms can be
found on the Home page at Lyonsgate.ca and mirror the Provincial School Screening tool but
allow us to validate and log daily submissions.
Parents/caregivers do not go past the screening area, unless necessary.
As much as possible, parents should not enter the premises.
Parents/caregivers are required to wear a face covering or non-medical mask when dropping off
or picking up their child(ren) regardless of whether this takes place indoors or outdoors.
Personal belongings must be minimized. If brought to school, items must be labeled and kept in
the child’s designated area.

Lyonsgate Screening Forms
Primary campus (Casa and Toddler)
Elementary campus

When your child is sick
If your child is “excluded,” refer to the “Home” or “School” Decision Charts from Hamilton
Public Health:
Sick Child at Home Decision Chart (chart also below)
Sick Child at School Decision Chart (chart also below)
Public Health COVID Test Booking Website and Phone Number:
Hamilton Public Health’s COVID-19 test booking website: hamiltoncovidtest.ca
Hamilton Public Health’s COVID-19 information phone #: 905-974-9848 option 2
Return Attestation Form
When your child is ready to return to school, you must complete a Return Attestation form. Click
here to complete a Return Attestation.
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Sick Child at Home Decision Chart
(click to enlarge)
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Sick Child at School Decision Chart
(click to enlarge)
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Info and FAQ from Hamilton Public Health When Positive COVID-19
Cases are Present
Supporting Your Child Who Has Been Identified as Close Contact
Keep your school and child care community safe. Follow HPHS advice.
If your child has been told to isolate:
✓ Your child should stay home. Your child should only leave the home if they require COVID19 testing, or emergency medical care. Your child should not go to school, child care, work, or
other public places.
✓ Your child should avoid contact with others as much as possible: o Only have visitors who
you must see for critical reasons (for example, care providers).
o Your child should stay in a separate room away from other people in your home as
much as possible and use a separate bathroom if available.
o Your child should keep a physical distance of at least two metres (six feet) from others
in your home as much as possible.
o You and your child should wear a mask that covers the nose, mouth and chin if you
cannot maintain a physical distance.
o Do not share personal items as much as possible (e.g. linens, personal electronics).

✓ Clean or disinfect high-touch surfaces often.
✓ Everyone should wash their hands often with soap and water or hand sanitizer.
✓ Everyone should cough or sneeze into their upper sleeve or elbow, not their hand.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Why does my child need to self-isolate for the full 14 days if they have no symptoms and/or
a negative test?
Self-isolation does not mean your child has COVID-19, but that they are at risk for getting
COVID-19 and passing the infection to others. If infected, your child could spread the virus
without symptoms, or before their symptoms appear. After someone is exposed to COVID-19, it
can take between 2-14 days for them to get COVID-19 themselves. Although someone may have
no symptoms and test negative, they may test positive later in the 14 day self-isolation period
with or without symptoms.
What do I do if my child develops COVID-19 symptoms while in self-isolation?
If your child develops any COVID-19 symptom(s) during their 14 day self-isolation, they should
be tested again for COVID-19 as soon as possible and all household members must self-isolate.
If the test comes back positive HPHS will call you with next
steps.https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/factsheet/2021/04/childisolation/fact-sheet-self-isolation-child.pdf?la=en
If my child has to self-isolate, do I have to self-isolate too?
All household members are asked to stay home except for essential reasons while your child is
self-isolating. Essential reasons include: going to work, school, or child care, getting groceries,
attending medical appointments and going to the pharmacy. Extracurricular activities such as
sports are not considered essential activities.
What can my child do during their self-isolation?
Your child can get exercise outside by playing in your backyard while staying 2 metres apart
from others as much as possible, as well as exercise indoors. If your child’s class cohort is
isolating they will move to online learning until the end of the self-isolation period. Your child
can continue connect with friends and other family members virtually. For mental health
resources, please visit https://www.hamilton.ca/coronavirus/child-and-youth-mental-healthduring-covid-19.
Can my child go to medical appointments or other booked appointments?
If your child needs medical attention, or needs to attend a scheduled appointment, inform your
care provider before the appointment that your child is a close contact and is self-isolating. Plans
may be made to see your child safely. Your child should wear a mask and keep at least two
metres apart from other people. Arrange private transportation to the appointment. If possible, do
not use public transportation, taxi or rideshares. All non-essential appointments (e.g. haircut,
pedicure etc.) should be canceled as they result in unnecessary risk to the public. If you need a
ride to a COVID-19 testing center please call 905-974-9848 and press number 2 to ask about
booking a free DARTs bus ride at the same time as you book the test appointment.
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Can my other children attend school, child care, or extracurricular activities while my
child is self-isolating?
Your other children may continue to attend school and child care while your child self-isolates as
long as the child who is self-isolating does not have symptoms. Your other children are to avoid
any non-essential activities such as extracurricular activities or visiting others.
Can my child’s caregiver still provide in home support while my child is in self-isolation?
If your child needs home support from an essential care worker, you will need to tell them your
child is a close contact and they must be in full medical PPE when working with your child.
What do I do if I believe my child is not a close contact?
If you think your child was not in school and/or child care during the days they would have been
exposed, please continue to have your child self-isolate as much as possible and clarify the
attendance record with the principal of your child’s school and/or the child care program
administrator.
Is the COVID-19 test mandatory?
COVID-19 testing is highly recommended for close contacts at the beginning of the isolation
period and again near the end. The COVID-19 test is not mandatory and is not required to return
to school and/or child care after your child’s self-isolation ends.
Will my child’s school and/or child care close if there is a positive COVID-19 case?
Cohorting of classes helps prevent the spread of COVID-19 and lowers the number of close
contacts of the positive case. For this reason, cases are usually well contained. Closing a school
and/or child care is avoided as much as possible.
Do I have to show someone my child’s negative COVID-19 test result?
No, you do not need to show the school and/or child care your child’s negative COVID-19 test
result.
What do I need to do before my child can go back to school and/or child care?
Before your child goes back to school and/or child care, complete the daily COVID-19 school
and child care screening at https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/. You must also fill out
the "Attestation for return to school or child care" form found on your school website and send it
with your child when they return to school and/or child care.
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Communicated Updates
Over the course of the summer of 2020, we sent you a number of communications to update you
on what the 2020.2021 school year would look like and how it would work. Please find those
communications below, updated as necessary (you can also find all of the summer updates in the
“Updates and Announcements” section of the school website under your “Parents” tab.

COVID-19 Exclusion Criteria
There have been a number of updates to the exclusion criteria over the course of the school year.
Below is the most up to date information as of February 2021.
While schools are indeed re-opening, please be prepared to have children at home at a greater
frequency and for longer periods than usual throughout the school year.
To address COVID-19, Hamilton Public Health has updated what are called “exclusion criteria.”
These are the conditions under which children must be excluded from attendance at school, and
for how long. As you can imagine, these exclusion criteria have become significantly more strict.
Children are not allowed to attend or remain at school if they exhibit or develop even the most
common of symptoms. Children with any of the following symptoms are not permitted to attend
school:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fever and/or chills (37.8C/100.0F or higher)
Cough or barking cough (croup). Continuous, more than usual, making a whistling noise
when breathing (not related to asthma, post-infectious reactive airways, or other known
causes or conditions they already have)
Shortness of breath. Out of breath, unable to breathe deeply (not related to asthma or
other known causes or conditions they already have)
Decrease or loss of taste or smell. Not related to seasonal allergies, neurological
disorders, or other known causes or conditions they already have
Sore throat or difficulty swallowing. Painful swallowing (not related to seasonal allergies,
acid reflux, or other known causes or conditions they already have)
Runny or stuffy/congested nose. Not related to seasonal allergies, being outside in cold
weather, or other known causes or conditions they already have
Headache. Unusual, long-lasting (not related to tension-type headaches, chronic
migraines, or other known causes or conditions they already have)
Nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea. Not related to irritable bowel syndrome, anxiety,
menstrual cramps, or other known causes or conditions they already have
Extreme tiredness or muscle aches. Unusual, fatigue, lack of energy, poor feeding in
infants (not related to depression, insomnia, thyroid dysfunction, sudden injury, or other
known causes or conditions they already have)

[Note: these same exclusionary symptoms also apply to Lyonsgate staff.]
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Children exhibiting any symptoms, or developing symptoms while at school, must be
“excluded.” As parents of young children you know that this list will affect everyone at some
point during the school year. If a child is excluded for any of these symptoms there are specific
protocols we must all follow. Please see the “Sick Child at Home” and the “Sick Child at
School” Decision Charts from Hamilton Public Health above.
The likelihood of longer and more frequent than usual absences from school is high for all of us
under these conditions.
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2020.2021 Health and Safety Measures
On August 7 we released the “2020.2021 Health and Safety Measures.” These are all of the new
and strictly enforced measures put it place by various pieces of legislation and operational
guidance from both the provincial government and Hamilton Public Health to ensure a high
degree of COVID-19 risk mitigation. The relevant, updated information is excerpted below:
NOTE: some guidance and directives changed since the time this was first communicated to
you. Lyonsgate has committed to maintaining health and safety protocols that go above and
beyond certain requirements.
Health and Safety Measures
As you can imagine, there are a significant number of health and safety measures in place for this
year. They are presented here to follow the course of what will be a typical day for this atypical
school year.
Staggered Starts: Both campuses will have staggered start times for specific sets of students,
based on things like indicated drop-off/pick-up preferences, siblings, and reduction of
congestion. Also, staggered start times are required to allow for mandated daily screening.
Daily Screening: Note: as of January 2021, Lyonsgate is required to return to “active
screening,” which means we are required to ask you the screening questions when children
are dropped off, and children’s temperatures must be taken prior to entry. Parents are still
asked to use the Provincial screening tool daily to determine whether children should
attend school.
Every family will have to go through a required screening process every day. Some of you may
be familiar with screening procedures from places like doctor’s offices, and ours will be very
similar. Parents will have to respond to a set of questions each day and the child’s temperature
taken before they can be permitted to attend school. Note: as of Oct. 13, 2020, Lyonsgate has
started using the Provincial School Screening Tool. We are also required to check each child’s
temperature at entry. Screening staff (Hilary/Ms. Mattar at Primary and Jason at Elementary) are
required to wear full PPE during this process, so you might want to prepare your child for this.
Masks: All staff at both Lyonsgate campuses are required to wear surgical/procedure masks and
face shields at all times throughout the school day. All Elementary students are also required to
wear masks, but they can be the cloth type.
Casa students in their second or third years of the program (equivalent to JK/SK age) are
required to wear non0medical (cloth-type) masks.
First year Casa and Toddler students are not required to wear masks but it is very strongly
recommended if they are able to do so and you wish them to (masks are not recommended for
children under the age of 2).
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Mask Guidance for Elementary Parents
In a Montessori classroom, we aim to help our students learn necessary practical life skills. We
are committed to helping our students learn to help protect themselves from coronavirus by
following recommendations from public health.
This includes practical life lessons in handwashing, safely wearing and handling masks, and
managing physical distancing.
The most recent research suggests that wearing a cloth mask helps to reduce the risk of
transmission for your child, and has the added benefit of also protecting others. All Lyonsgate
Elementary students are required to wear masks.
As elementary age children are required to wear masks in their daily lives (going to any public
place such as the library or a store), wearing a mask has now become a skill each child needs to
learn. Just as they learn to tie their shoes, cover coughs and sneezes, and safely cross the road,
they need to learn to wear a mask safely and effectively.
Your child will receive presentations on proper use of a mask (taking it off and putting it on,
storing masks).
If your child is experiencing difficulty with wearing a mask, we will discuss with you how to
best support them in learning this life skill.
We will assist your child with adjusting a mask if assistance is needed or requested. We will
follow public health guidelines by performing hand hygiene both before and after assisting a
child with a mask.
We will provide your child with opportunities to have breaks from wearing a mask throughout
the day. When going outside the school building, your child will be able to remove their mask if
they can maintain a physical distance of 2 m from others.
•

Morning snack breaks and lunch are mask-free, and will be outside (weather permitting).

•

We have lengthened outdoor recess time to 1 hour. Students are welcome to take a mask
break during outdoor recess provided they maintain physical distance from other
students.

•

Lessons will be in the backyard (weather permitting) as frequently as possible, both
morning and afternoon.

•

Students may choose to take appropriate work to the backyard during the work cycle.

All students will be prompted to switch to a fresh mask following the lunch/recess period
midday.
We have provided a short list of suggestions to help you prepare your child to wear a mask at
school.
Suggestions for preparing to wear a mask at school:
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•

Encourage your child to think about wearing their mask indoors the same way they think
about wearing a coat outdoors in winter. It might be uncomfortable at first, but they will
get used to it.

•

Before your child returns to school, practice with the mask at home for a short period of
time, such as half an hour. Slowly increase the amount of time your child wears their
mask.
o

Is it comfortable? Are the ear loops adjusted to fit?

o

Does the mask stay in place when talking and walking?

o

Can your child put their mask on without assistance (avoid use of long ties that
may be difficult for the child to manage but note we will provide assistance as
needed).

o

Consider including your child in selecting a colour, pattern, etc. that they like.

•

Provide 3 clean masks daily in a paper bag (2 per day plus 1 spare).

•

Provide a sealable plastic bag for used masks.

•

We strongly recommend that each child have a waist pack to store masks and a small
container of hand sanitizer. This is particularly useful when going out.

•

Students are welcome to use mints following a snack or meal before replacing their mask.

•

Remember to remove used masks from your child’s backpack daily and replace with
fresh ones!

Classrooms: Each classroom will become a “cohort.” The Ministry, and us, and you, we’re sure,
recognize that physical distancing will not always be possible in a classroom setting which is
why “Screening, Cleaning, and Cohorting” are critical. That said, each classroom is being rearranged to encourage physical distancing by removing anything that is not essential to
Montessori education (for example, small couches for communal reading areas) and by
separating and spacing the available work areas so that distancing becomes natural and not
enforced. There will be no large group gathering or singing activities. As weather allows, we will
also keep all windows open in each classroom for fresh air ventilation.
Cohorts: Once in their classroom/cohort, children will not interact with children or staff in the
other classrooms/cohorts. Each cohort will have a separate recess. There will be a need for other
staff to enter the classrooms at times (to deliver food, to cover breaks, or deliver educational
services, for example); these staff members are required to wear full PPE.
Snacks: We will have scheduled group snacks this year with each child served an individual
snack (no buffet style). Children are also required to have their own personal, labeled water
bottle that they must bring to and from school, pre-filled, each day (water for re-fills will of
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course be available). [Note on labeling: we always ask, but this year it will be very important to
please make sure EVERYTHING is labeled with the child’s name].
Lunch: Similar to snack, children will be served individual lunch portions at a scheduled time in
their classrooms. Elementary children will continue to bring lunch from home. There will be no
Friday Community Lunches at Elementary this year. Public Health has asked us to emphasize
that children should be able to be self-sufficient with any food brought from home in terms of
packaging and preparation so that it does not need to be handled by staff, as much as possible.
Cleaning and Disinfecting: At the Primary level, where hand and personal hygiene is more of a
challenge for children (they will be guided to significantly increase hand washing and shown
how to do so properly), materials will be disinfected after each use before being returned to the
shelf. Each Primary cohort will have a dedicated staff member to perform this duty. Porous items
and other hard to clean materials such as sponges and aprons will be removed, as will higher risk
materials such as Montessori Smelling and Tasting Bottles. At the Elementary level, children
will be expected and guided to perform proper hand hygiene before and after using any material,
and hard to clean or high risk materials will also be removed.
Each classroom and all washrooms at both campuses will be cleaned and disinfected by staff at
mid-day when the children are not present in the environment (during individual cohort recess
times), and again by staff at the end of each school day. Each evening, both campuses will be
cleaned and disinfected by a contracted professional cleaning service that will include
disinfectant fogging to reach all areas.
Staggered Dismissal: At the end of each day, each cohort will have a specific dismissal period to
avoid congestion and cross-cohort interaction. These dismissal periods tie-in to the staggered
arrival times — ie. if you start earlier in the morning, you will be ending earlier in the afternoon.
Unfortunately, to preserve the integrity of the cohorts there cannot be separate After or Extended
Care at the Primary campus this year.
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20.21 Cohorts, Schedules, and Return Survey
On August 14, the initial individual cohort lists were released to Lyonsgate parents along with
the related schedules for each cohort. We also sent out a “Return Intention” survey. Thank you
for your responses.
Based on those responses and additional communication with individual families, the cohort lists
have undergone, and will likely continue to undergo, further revision. Please see your August 14,
2020 email with the subject “20.21 Cohorts, Schedules, and Return Survey” for updated cohort
links, and the cohort schedules.
When it comes to making the difficult decision about whether or not to send your children to
school this year, we know that there is an abundance of often contradictory research reporting,
and often cherry-picked research results, regarding children, schools, and COVID-19. We have
been keeping track as best we can and are finding confidence in multi-source, evidence-based
conclusions that, while schools do of course pose some risk for COVID-19 transmission, as long
as infection prevention measures are in place and rates of community transmission are low the
risk to children, staff, and families is significantly minimized.
This conclusion was echoed by Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health during an August 13
press conference. It is also a conclusion shared by one of your fellow Lyonsgate Montessori
parents.
Sarah Neil-Sztramko is an Assistant Professor of Health Research Methods, Evidence, and
Impact at McMaster University and has been quoted in recent news articles about McMaster’s
work in reviewing the emerging studies of COVID-19, children, and schools. Sarah has shared
with us the most recent findings of their ongoing work and provided this link that leads to the
most recent (Aug. 11) version of their work: “Rapid Review: What is the specific role of
daycares and schools in COVID-19 transmission?” Sarah has also very graciously offered to be
available to discuss the return to school with Lyonsgate families.
Please contact jason@lyonsgate.ca if you would like to get in touch with Sarah.
Sarah also provided a tool developed by an economist at Brown University in the U.S. to help
parents with their decision-making on sending children back to school, and has echoed the
conclusion that, “I think our number one comfort right now is our low rate of community
transmission which hopefully we can hold on to for as long as possible.”
We are confident that we have risk-reduction strategies in place that go above and beyond the
presently legislated directives from public health officials at the provincial and municipal levels
based oiught n the current rates of community transmission, and we have received positive
anecdotal reports from schools that are currently open, and child care centres that operated as
emergency centres during the spring lockdown period, that these measures work.
Please make what you feel are the best decisions for the health and safety of your children and
family.
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Remote Learning
Lyonsgate’s Elementary campus began remote learning on January 4, 2021, by order of the
Ministry of Education. Elementary parents were emailed web page and access instructions
for their child(ren)’s online learning schedule on Dec. 30, 2020.
October 19, 2020, Home Learning Update
Home Learning Support Updates
From Sarah at Primary:
Experiencing our first wave of absences, paired with new directives from Public Health
regarding symptoms and testing, it has become apparent that we need to make some slight
alterations and clarifications regarding At Home Learning Support and what works best for the
children and the classroom.
For clarification, students who are ill and are excluded by our screening process with symptoms
that may require testing (not just a single symptom requiring 24 hours at home and monitoring
for improvement) will be provided with support as listed below.
Toddler Students:
A Toddler binder has been created with a collection of various Practical Life activities that can
be re-created at home, as well as parent education guides including ways to set up a Montessori
environment. When a child is excluded due to illness for a prolonged period (as outlined above),
a small collection of these write ups will be sent home with your child or available for pick up.
Upon your child’s return, we ask that the folder be returned as well.
In the case of a cohort or school closure, the above will be provided for each child (with
additional activities) as well as parent education videos, with live Zoom teacher Q&A, and
scheduled child-focused groups via Zoom.
Casa Students:
Each Casa student has a binder with Montessori presentation write-ups applicable to their level.
Upon a child being excluded due to illness for a prolonged period (as outlined above), a take
home kit will be prepared for your child, which will be sent home with them, or available for
pick up. The kit will include a duotang with a small collection of write-ups that your child
currently enjoys working with, and/or is ready to be presented with. The write-ups will outline
how your child is to work with the material, and direction on how you can show them to do so.
There may be some paper materials included in the binder, as well as some physical materials
that your child can manipulate. We request that these items, along with the duotang, are returned
to the school upon your child’s return. (Please place a check mark beside anything your child has
worked on.) *Please note there may be a short presentation video sent in lieu of a write up for an
activity, available via Seesaw.
In the case of a cohort or school closure, the above will be provided for each child (with
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additional activities) and small group and individual Zoom sessions will also be scheduled with
your child.

From Marissa and Michelle at Elementary:
Elementary Students:
Synchronous Learning (live online lessons with members of their cohort)
Students who are excluded from school in relation to the pandemic are able to meet with their
teacher and/or classmates virtually each day via Zoom at 2:00 p.m.
Lower Elementary students can join synchronous learning when they are excluded for 3 or more
days.
Upper Elementary students can join synchronous learning when they are excluded for 2 or more
days.
Students should only participate in at-home learning when they are well enough to do so and are
feeling comfortable joining their class online. Please take the time to get better.
Let us know each day, by email to marissa@lyonsgate.ca or to michelle@lyonsgate.ca, if your
child would like to connect that day.
This will enable students to continue to participate in group discussions and proceed with lessons
that can be delivered effectively online. A Zoom link for each of the Elementary cohorts will be
made available to parents.
Asynchronous Learning (material-based and other work completed at home)
Students who are temporarily excluded from school in relation to the pandemic have Montessoristyle materials kits available for home use. If your child is excluded, you may contact the
Elementary campus to arrange pick-up of your child’s materials and personal work binder.
August 21 Remote Learning Update
August 21 brought the release of Lyonsgate’s Remote Learning plan for the 2020.2021 school
year.
For those of you with children also in the public or Catholic systems, or who have been
following the reopening plans for those school systems, you will notice that we are using the
same terminology to describe the various aspects: remote learning, synchronous learning,
asynchronous learning, hybrid plan, etc. This is for consistency, but please note that Lyonsgate’s
plans are significantly different from what the public boards are being mandated to provide. We
simply do not have the resources to provide what is required of public schools, and Montessori
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education is significantly different from traditional education, which is why you chose it for your
children, so we have to do things differently.
Lyonsgate cannot provide an opt-out, online-only learning option such as what is being offered
in the larger public systems. However, we do understand and appreciate that some families may
be hesitant to send children to school until a more clear picture develops of the impact the return
to school will have on case numbers and the extent of community transmission. If any Lyonsgate
families do choose to wait at the beginning of the school year, your children will be welcomed to
their cohorts at any time you feel comfortable sending them back to school. We will not institute
specific return periods or dates.
Please also note that remote learning will only be available for illness-related and required
absences. Remote learning is not available during scheduled, or additional family, vacations.
The sudden closure and transition to remote learning in March was chaotic and difficult for all of
us. However, we learned a lot about providing Montessori education via remote learning, and
you learned a lot about guiding your children’s learning at home. Many of you also shared many,
very valuable responses to our year-end survey about remote learning. Below you will find
details about what will happen this year when students are required to be home for more frequent
and possibly extended periods of time, and what will happen in cases of cohort or school
closures.
We are using the phrase “extended absence” here to mean occasions when children must remain
absent for the 14-day period when parents choose to not have a COVID test for children, and for
other circumstances that may arise when a student is required to stay home beyond a regular
illness and recovery period.
Primary Campus
Your feedback told us that large group gatherings online were not beneficial to Toddler and Casa
students, that small group and one-to-one online time was most beneficial, that French needed to
be delivered in a bilingual rather than immersive manner when offered online, and that guidance
for parents to help children work with hands-on materials was required more than social,
performative, or worksheet based activities.

Elementary Campus
Your feedback, our experience, and what we learned from your children has taught us that
Elementary students also benefit most from small group online gatherings in targeted curriculum
areas, one-to-one feedback and guidance, regular scheduling to emulate a school-day-at-home, a
simplified digital environment, and access to hands-on materials.

Hybrid Plan
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Much like the public system, we are also prepared for a situation in which a hybrid circumstance
is required by legislation or public health direction. In such a case, we would use the whole
Elementary building with the Lower Elementary cohort and the Upper Elementary cohort using
the building on alternating days.
The hybrid plan is by no means anyone’s preferred scenario and would only be used if
circumstances dictated it must be so. (A hybrid plan has not been recommended for or directed to
be developed for children of Primary-level age — Casa and Toddler).
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Lyonsgate Staffing, Staggered Start, and Info Update
At the end of August we shared information about new staff at Lyonsgate for the 2020.2021
school year, as well as information on staggered starts and other important information for the
school year.
You can read about all Lyonsgate staff at https://lyonsgate.ca/our-amazing-staff/
Below is other important information from that August 31 update:
Classroom Contact Email Addresses
Contact email addresses for your children’s classes are:
Toddler: Ms Janelle Duhig at toddler@lyonsgate.ca
Casa North: Ms Andrea Doherty at casanorth@lyonsgate.ca
Casa South: Ms Nisrin Jasdanwala at casasouth@lyonsgate.ca
Lower Elementary: Michelle Achong michelle@lyonsgate.ca
Upper Elementary: Marissa Achong marissa@lyonsgate.ca

Required COVID-19 Policies
As you know, reopening schools and child care in the midst of an ongoing pandemic requires
significant changes to day-to-day operations, and the provincial government and Hamilton Public
Health have both been providing legislation and operational guidance directives to ensure a high
degree of risk management and mitigation. Lyonsgate has been developing policy and procedure
documents as required by the legislation and directives throughout the summer, as guidance has
been released and updated. The legislation and guidance is informed by public health officials at
all levels of government and has been responsive to changing conditions and research-based
evidence. It has been a bit chaotic as we try to plan while awaiting information we know is yet to
come, but overall, given the situation, we are confident that the time has been taken to develop
guidance and directives that will be effective in keeping your children, your families, and our
staff safe and healthy.
All required Lyonsgate COVID-19 policy documents are included below in “Appendix A:
Lyonsgate COVID-19 Policies and Procedures.”

Mask and PPE Policy
Cloth masks are required for all students at the Lyonsgate Elementary campus, and masks are
strongly recommended for students in the Casa and Toddler classes, unless under the age of two.
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There are more details in the “Lyonsgate COVID-19 Mask and PPE Policy and Procedure”
document below.

Staggered Starts
Hamilton’s two publicly funded school boards will be using a staggered start model for the first
two weeks of school. At Lyonsgate, we have always used staggered starts in the Primary
programs to make the transition to school easier for young children, and this year will be no
different.
•

All returning Casa students and all Toddler students (unless by request) will start
school on Tuesday, Sept. 8.

•

All students moving up from Toddler to Casa will have their first day of school
on Thursday, Sept. 10.

•

All new Casa students will begin school on Monday, Sept. 14.

Look for specific start dates for Casa and Toddler students from your children’s Montessori
guides next week.
At the Elementary campus, because our student population is low relative to a traditional
elementary school, and because of the cohorting model, all students will begin school
on Tuesday, Sept. 8. You will receive specific drop-off time periods from your child’s
Elementary Montessori guide next week.

Lyonsgate Calendar
Remember to regularly check your Lyonsgate Calendar under the “Parents” tab at lyonsgate.ca.
We are updating as new events and information are added. You will also hear directly from your
children’s Montessori guides via email; keep an eye on your inbox.
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Appendix A: Lyonsgate COVID-19 Policies and Procedures
Lyonsgate’s COVID-19 specific policies and procedures meet requirements set out by the
provincial government (Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health) and by Hamilton Public
Health Services. The policy documents are updated regularly as guidance, direction, and
legislation changes to meet the changing conditions of the pandemic.
All Lyonsgate COVID-19 policy and procedure documents are available to view as PDFs
by following this link.
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Appendix B: Hamilton Public Health Resources
Hamilton Public Health has provided us with this list of resources to share with you regarding
COVID-19 and children/youth.
Child and Youth Mental Health During COVID-19
Organization
Best Start
Canadian Paediatric Society (CPS)

Caring for kids
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario
(CHEO)
CHU Sainte-Justine
Government of Canada
Healthy Literacy Project
Ontario Association of Children’s Aid
Societies
Ontario Centre of Excellence for Child &
Youth Mental Health
Reaching In…Reaching Out
The Hospital for Sick Children (SickKids)

Resources
·
Webinar recordings
·
How can we talk to kids about COVID-19?
·
COVID youth and substance use critical messages
for youth and families
·
COVID-19 and your child
·
Protect don’t infect video for kids
·
Helping your children and teens during a
pandemic
·
Infographies à propos de la COVID-19
·
Handwashing video and colouring activities
·
COVID-19 fact sheets
·
COVID resources
·

COVID-19 resources

·
Parent resources of service providers
·
Video for kids about physical distancing
·
CEO and Dr. Cheddar answers COVID-19
questions from kids
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